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What is the reason for the many disputes over
establishing an eiruv?

In times when people lived in small villages and
small towns, erecting an ¢z was much simpler
than it is now. Setting up an ez in large cities
with millions of people is far more complicated.
As mentioned in previous shiurim, the erur we
set up nowadays, which
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is comprised of many
tzuras hapetach, is only
effective around an area
that is not a biblical
public domain (reshus
harabim d’oraisso). Such an area must have its
entrances closed with doors or gates, which is
not practical.

What defines a reshus harabim d’oraisso?

There are two opinions in the matter. One
opinion holds that an area that has streets 16
amos wide (approximately 29ft, or Im) is a reshus
harabim, while others hold that this area must
also contain 600,000 people. ! According to the
stringent opinion, most of our towns and cities
have streets that are 16 amos wide and thus are a
reshus harabin.

However, even that is not so simple, because
there are opinions who maintain that if streets
curve and turn, the buildings or fences on either
side form mechitzos (walls) which negate the
presence of a reshus harabim. >

Another problem is how to define the presence
of 600,000 people. What if they do not live in
the given area and only pass through? What if

Y Simon 345:7 and Shulchan Aruch HaRav 345:11.
2 Chazon Ish.
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they pass through a certain section of the town,
does that render the entite town a reshus harabin?

Due to these complexities, it is not a simple
matter to define whether certain areas can be
surrounded with a #uras hapesach only.

What are the other problems?

There are the acute complications in setting up a
tzuras hapesach. Even if it is taken for granted that
a given area is not a reshus harabim d'oraisso, the
various opinions defining the halachos of a tzuras
bapesach are numerous.

Due to these complications, we have conflicting
opinions whether one can or should make an
efrup in large cities.

Obviously our intention is not to take sides in
any matter; we are merely presenting a minute
proportion of the complications involved with
setting up an es7up. One must always ask one’s
rav whether it is permitted to carry within an
eirn.

Is there a limit how far one may walk on
Shabbos?

Chazgal said that one may not walk more than
2000 asmos

(approx. 1km, roo o
0.62 miles)
outside the

perimeter of a
town. This has .
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Basically, a town is squared and the 2000 azzos
are measured from the square. 3 A large square is
formed in which one may walk the entire square.
This means that from the town to the corners of
the square one may even walk more than 2000
amos. One may also walk more than 2000 amos
within the square, provided that one does not
walk outside the square or #chum.

Is there a way to lengthen the permitted
distance?

If one wishes to walk further than 2000 azos,
one may do so provided that one placed an ez
tchumin at a certain point outside the town. This
will entitle the person to walk 2000 azos in any
direction from the ezruv #'chumin.

Very briefly there are two methods. One must
be at a point close to the end of the original
2000 amos for the entire bein hashmashos (twilight).
After nightfall one may return home and one’s
starting point is now the place he was at before.
As a result, one loses the 2000 azos on the
opposite side of the town because the starting
point is not the town, rather the point on the
other side.

The other method is to place food equivalent to
18 dates, at that particular place. That point is
now the starting point and the same halachos
apply.

Obviously one cannot learn from these few lines
and when the need arises one must thoroughly
learn the halachos.

If a person in a desert does not know when it is
Shabbos, how must the person conduct
himself?

The main problem is that since the person does
not know when it is Shabbos no welacha may be
performed lest Shabbos be violated. As such, the
person must deplete any provisions and
subsequently melacha may be performed in order
to survive, such as hunting etc. but only for that
day. Additional melacha may not be performed on
one day for the morrow lest that day is Shabbos.

3 Simon 398 and simon 399:10.

From the time it is realized that one does not
know what day it is, seven days must be counted
and on the seventh &iddush is recited and havdala,
in order not to forget the idea of Shabbos. On
that day melachos may be performed as well in
order to survive.

The person may walk as much as necessary —
even more than 2000 azos — because it is vital to
try and find civilization in order to sutvive.
Several halachos have been omitted from this
shiur and one may learn them in simon 344.

Request

The “Shabbos Shiur” has been provided for
four years now at no cost to readers. In
order to help defray expenses we would very
much appreciate a small donation of $5-$10,
cither on a monthly or quarterly basis. It
may be sent to Shabbos Shiur, POB 43034,
Jerusalem 91430.

Birthdays, anniversaries, weddings,
yohrtzeits or such can be advertised on the
sheet as well.

Food For Thought
Why do we use a blech or hotplate to keep our
food warm?

May one take food out of a pot while on the
hotplate?

Is one permitted to open and close pots while
on the hotplate?

May one shuffle pots around on the hotplate?

Answers coming be"'H next week.
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If you would like to send a question to Rav Ostroff, you can write to him at shabbosweekly@shemayisrael.com.

Note: The purpose of this series is intended solely for the clarification of the topics discussed and not to render halachic decisions. It
is intended to heighten everyone's awareness of important practical questions which do arise on this topic. One must consult with a
proper halachic authority in order to receive p'sak.



